
C-Prints Guidelines

File type and characteristics

Images should be saved as

8 Bit
RGB - for accurate colour rendition and proo� ng, it is recommended that you convert your images to the PIKTO 
pro� le for the paper you are printing on (PIKTO pro� les will convert you image to RGB) - see �ICC Pro� le� bellow.
Flatten images
No Alpha channels
Save images as JPG or TIF (with no compression and IBM PC format)
Size your images to the � nal print size for accurate results (see sizing, bellow).
File sizes should be no more than 100MB

ICC Pro� le
Converting your images to the PIKTO ICC pro� le
Download the PIKTO pro� le for the paper you are printing on - go to www.pikto.ca/online

For Mac - (double click the downloaded � le to uncompress), copy the uncompressed � le 
to: Macintosh HD/Library/Application Support/Adobe/Color/Pro� les/Recommended/

For PC - (double click the downloaded � le to uncompress), Right-click on the uncom-
pressed � le and select : �Install Pro� le�

To convert your images with Photoshop (CS2) go to the menu �Edit>Convert to Pro� le...� 
under Destination Space pro� le, select the PIKTO pro� le for the paper you are using. 
under Intent, select �Relative Colorimentric� or �Perceptual�

It is recommended to create a new version of the � le for printing with the PIKTO pro� le and keeping your original image in the original 
pro� le for future prints on di� erent papers.

Key elements for achieving consistent and accurate colour in a digital work� ow:

Monitor calibration. Hardware calibration using a spectrophotometer is crucial in giving you an accurate representa-
tion of colours on your screen. However keep in mind that not all colours in large color spaces such as Adobe 98 or 
Prophoto RGB will be seen on your monitor, even if properly calibrated. These out-of-gamut colours will be a� ected 
by any editing of colour values and may be re� ected in printed output.

Working environment. ISO 3664:2000 recommendations for proper viewing areas include a light level of 32- 64 lux 
with D50 lighting (5000K) . Walls should be grey with 60% re� ectance or less and no re� ections should be seen on 
any monitors. Viewing area should be D50 between 1500-2500lux

Output or printer ICC pro� les. Soft proo� ng can be achieved with accurate custom output pro� les. Images should be 
converted to pro� les for the most accurate soft proo� ng and editing, since colour transformations using di� erent in-
tents and colour engines will di� er signi� cantly. Files converted to a printer pro� le should  be saved as copies, since a 
signi� cant amount of colour information is sometimes discarded.

Sizing

Images should be sized to the � nal print size at 300 DPI (200 to 
400dpi is acceptable.

Dlab.2 and Frontier 570 crop 1-2% around the image unless a white border is speci-
� ed. To minimize cropping, increase canvas size to 101%.

Workstation rentals include additional sizes

Available sizes Matte Glossy Metallic
Kodak Endura

3.5 x 5”
4 x 6”
5 x 7”
6 x 8”

8 x 10”
8 x 12”
9 x 12”
10x15“
11x14”
12x14“

12 x 18”

*

Matte Glossy
Fuji Crystal Archive

* 200 prints minimum


